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REFLECTION ON WEEK 11 

This week on Tuesday, I went to the school earlier than usual to be able to observe 
students’ families who bring their children to the school. It was a sunny day and some of the 
parents were waiting in the school yard with their children. There was only one male who seemed 
around 60 years old and probably retired and the rest were females. This is the typical issue all 
around the world. Usually, mothers come to the schools and follow their children’s educational 
development. In Turkey, this is due to the fact that most of the mothers are housewives, and the 
fathers are working. Since fathers are working, they cannot come to the school meeting or follow 
their children’s educational development. 

After observing families in the yard, I went to meet with my colleague. My colleague told 
me that class 3/D did not have English lesson today. We went to find Meltem Iyisan teacher to 
ask her which classroom she would teach for the first two hours. We could not find her in the 
teachers’ room at first, and we decided to wait on her in the corridor of the school. While waiting 
on the corridor, my colleague called her but she did not pick up her phone. Later she called back 
and said that she was in the teachers’ room. We went and talked about the issue. She said that she 
did not have any idea about that because no one told her anything. It was interesting that the 
schedule was changed and the teacher, whose schedule was changed, was not informed about it. 
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She said that she would go and see what they were up to. She went and called us to come to 
classroom 3/A. That was the classroom we had never been in before. Normally, Meltem Iyisan 
have her lessons in that classroom on Thursday. However, for this week 3/A’s teacher asked a 
favor from 3/D’s teacher because probably she had something to do outside of the school. Both 
teachers decided but they did not inform Meltem Iyisan. It was really interesting to see these 
kinds of things in the government school. 

Classroom 3/A is not l ik e any other classes we had ever been before. The students are 
really quite and focused. They are eager to listen and learn. Meltem Iyisan said that they usually 
have tests in this classroom because this classroom is capable of taking that load of work. This 
justification seemed a little bit awkward at the beginning but later on I realized that she had a 
point. She opened an interactive grammar test on the smart board and started asking students. 
Students went in front of the classroom, clicked the answer and explained why they chose that 
specific answer. It was really interesting because in other classroom’s, Meltem Iyisan would 
usually not question the students about their choice. Almost all of the students in the classroom 
were raising their hands to go in front of the classroom and answer the question. Before going on 
with my observation about test and students, I have to mention that all students except one had 
their books and notebooks open in front of them. The one who did not open her book started to 
cry later because she felt bad of leaving her books at home. Furthermore, Meltem Iyisan was 
really calm and kind during the lesson compared to her attitudes in our previous experiences. She 
was more l ik e an ideal teacher in some ways. For example, when a student was having trouble of 
finding the correct answer, she was not rushing to give the answer but waiting. In addition, she 
was asking the student who was having a problem, if he wanted any help from his friends. 
Moreover, she was praising students in different ways, such as well done and also saying things 
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like, “Of course I knew that you could do it”. It was really a touching scene. It made me think 
that in fact, Meltem Iyisan could be harsh because of the students in the classroom. 

Thousand things were going through my mind during the lesson. “How is it possible that 
all of the students are good? How can students be so quite? Why are almost none of them 
speaking between each other? Why are not they bored of having tests? Why are they asking for 
one more test rather than asking the teacher to play a game?” It was really interesting. They were 
l ik e tailor-made for our education system, hungry for tests, races, and competition. But it was 
also sad seeing kids who forgot their childhood. This seem like exaggeration but seeing those 
children sitting on their chair as an adult and criticizing their ability of getting all answers correct, 
was not totally right. I got my answers for the questions I posed at the beginning, when I asked 5 
students about their father’s job. One of them said that his father was a manager in a company; 
another student said that her father was a teacher and another one said that her father was the 
principle of the school. The other two said that their fathers were hard-labor workers. Thus, then I 
realized that they were all chosen students. Even the location of the classroom was interesting. It 
was on the 3 rd floor located on the east side of the building. Therefore, it was really cool while 
other classes which are on the west side of the building were boiling. The classroom was also 
looking to the back yard of the school which was closed to the students. Thus, there was no sound 
pollution as classrooms are having on the west side of the school. This classroom seemed 
privileged. 

Even though they were really successful students, their English pronunciation was not as 
it should have been. This can be due to the fact that their teacher pronunciation is bad. All 
students in the classroom were pronouncing the fb\s/ as /bus/ and Meltem Iyisan was not 
correcting them, or making pronunciation, or spelling activities. 



4 


For the rest of the observation hours, we joined Meltem Iyisan teacher in classroom 3/E. 
In that classroom, she turned to the normal Meltem Iyisan we knew. She was late for 10 minutes 
to the classroom. While waiting on her, my colleague kept the class under control with a game. 
After she entered the classroom, she called everyone for homework check. Everyone in the 
classroom went in front of the class and made a queue to show their homework except for two 
students. Meltem Iyisan spent thirteen minutes for checking homework and the rest for slamming 
those two boys. She threatened them by saying to them to call their mother to come to the school 
for the next day, but the students did not budge. However, when she said that she would also talk 
to Fatih Hoca who is their main teacher, their face changed. For the next class, they had 23 rd 
April festival, and they all went to the school yard to listen to their friends performing different 
dances and performances. We went with them. It reminded me of my old times. It was really 
enjoyable. 

All in all, it was a good experience seeing that teachers and principals can classify 
students as good and bad, privileged and normal ones as in the cast system. What I realized is, 
kids should be left to be kids sometimes, and we should not let them carry further into the real 
issues of life, l ik e tests and winning. Something can be gained later in life but once childhood is 
gone, there is no way of getting it back. 



